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Abstract: Triclosan an antimicrobial agent and bactericide has been incorporated into a broad array of personal
care products and consumer products. Studies showed that triclosan which was found in different types of environ—
mental matrix and in biological samples was highly lipophilic persistent bioaccumulative and toxic. Great concerns
were raised about the potential hazard of triclosan to the environment and human health. Based on the summaries of
the current world-wide researches on triclosan this paper reviewed the current occurrence and distribution ecotoxico—
logical effects and biodegradation of triclosan in the environment and particularly focused on the environmental toxici—
ty and mechanism of antimicrobial action of triclosan and the antimicrobial resistance induced by triclosan. Finally
the future research directions were prospected.
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