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Abstract; Being one of the chemicals in the complex of persistent organic pollutants, hexabromocyclododecane
(HBCD), as a widely used brominated flame retardant, has been known to cause disturbance in the endocrine sys-
tem, in particular, the thyroid hormone system, which may underlie its neurotoxicity and developmental neurotoxic-
ity. This current study used the human H4 neuroglioma cells and human SK-N-AS neuroblastoma cells as the in
vitro models, to investigate the effects of HBCD on the type 2 iodothyroninedeiodinase (Dio2) expression in the H4
cells and the type 3 iodothyroninedeiodinase (Dio3) expression in the SK-N-AS cells. Briefly, the H4 and SK-N-
AS cells were separately exposed to HBCD for 24 h, and the cell viability was examined by the methyl-thiazolyl-
tetrazolium (MTT) method; the levels of Dio2 and Dio3 protein and mRNA expression were quantitated by the
Western Blot and the qRT-PCR, respectively; in addition, the secretion of brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF)
was examined by the ELISA in the H4 cells. The data showed that HBCD led to a loss of cell viability in both cell
types in a dose-dependent manner; HBCD caused the reduction of both Dio2 protein and mRNA expressions in the
H4 cells, and the elevation in the Dio3 protein and mRNA expressions in the SK-N-AS cells; moreover, HBCD al-
so reduced the secretion of BDNF in the H4 cells as detected in the culture medium. Our data suggest that HBCD
is likely to modulate the local level of thyroid hormones (in particular T3) in the brain by affecting the expression
of deiodinated enzymes in the neurons and the glia, thereby resulting in the HBCD-mediated neurotoxicity and de-
velopmental neurotoxicity.

Keywords: hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD); human neuroblastoma cells (SK-N-AS); human neuroglioma cells

(H4); neurotoxicity; deiodinase

75 IR PR+ B¢ (hexabromocyclododecane, HB-
CD)J&— R i IR 7 it 1Y 5 PR IG S m BY B R, 5 2
TRIK R ik (PBDEs) Y J& T IR & FHLA 7 (BFRs), /£ K
PBDEs B AW 12 s 1, [RIRE L] 7 v L %
T 2238 A 8 A AR AR, 5 PB-
DEs 2581, HBCD %) T M\ il il 25 B3 PR/
Farh, BAA R AR E U, DT R — R B R
AHLEG . AWFFEIAH  HBCD W 25 PBDEs
TR G im R R, A L RIVE T X A i s 1
BIEfEE,

HBCD #EAE H 3= 2R 300 IF RS 0™ | 9 43
WA R R BT S T, U TR E
IR 4)h LK L3 = HBCD & HBCD/PBDEs & &
15 YL 2 55 1 KU AT . HBCD 5 K & &
BRSO EEORIE T & E F RIS, AR,
HBCD 5l & F s rtendlil alae 5 2 M RA
O+ (1) | i Je 0 Aot 22 240 453 4, T 5 4 5 i) o 22
R E ;(2)38 123 52 0w i J5y 38 B R BRI ER K ()
PR A 2 5 B K H 3 B R ML AN TE 28

HUAAAS [ 2H 40 T PR BR324 2B B RR SROR

[F) , 5 X G P 1) B R R 8 3R 7 Jm 35 44 i v i
ATV, (20 238 HUIR B 3 3R I AN 58 e s 40
TEIRIK, B B (deiodinase, Dio) X it &
KHEFEH], Dio J&—2H & fili 45 11 il , 4 = %4 (Diol |
Dio2 Fl1 Dio3), #% [F LAl 4 % 15 w7 =X o =45 L Jor 4y
A7 22240 0 P9 IR AR 38 K (thyroxine, TH) A9 A4 97146
P, Dio2 Dyfig e o S0 3 5 AUAE 4 i Pk 1 ast H
MRAF L Z R (tetraiodothyronine, T4)¥%5 4k ki P = fil
FHIR AR J 2 R (triiodothyronine, T3), Jf-if 1 43 5+ A4
T3 AR KLY IIRe, EAURE K & & R AR
F, 2L 3l 4 G v 32 DT 5 7 M 2 21
1, Dio2 B4 Tl 2 K BT i g v, Dio3
BN T2 T AR AL, R R G i 1 T 8 DA PN A 22
JLEZ IR GERIR LI 2 b | 28 ik P 2 I et 240
ISk T4 F1 T3 435l Ak R TCim P 8 sz = A FE AR i S
iR (reverse triiodothyronine, rT3 )1 —filll bR it i 44
fif(diiodothyronine, T2), V&7 4L U4 AE N T3 /K-F, it
Bk B HRRG LRIR JLAH 28U 85 T s W B vh M IR
PRI TR Diol HAT P MBI XU T 1
AITEANE LA IR T3, IFA R I05E T3 A2pi™ ™,
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VESRETA LTS Ge Wy p 2 T PR 52 ) — B o,
ASHIEFE IR 255 240 P8 4 L (SK-N-AS) R A
LI TR A M (Ha) 1 O PR S A R 0] 28 4R 0ot
HBCD I 2 Ffi 22 200 i ) 200 25 1 , LA S2 % 2 o i
PR AN [7) 240 i v 2 8 R i A B2 T, W Dio2 A
Dio3 7£ HBCD 5 T s P /R, DUIHR 228
0] HBCD 2% 5 /2 75 38 1o 52 0 JVR Ji6 i Jma 750 e ot i 2
PR ESISE U NI & v G S ATIEG &2 SR AV ERER
GiREWI,

1  ##57% (Materials and methods)
L1 SR

HBCD(Zii & 95% , 2% [E Sigma A wl), Ifi 4 ML i
(Gibeo 24 ], 4t 25), DMEM {5 B | 25 B 5% 3% 2 (Hy-
clone A H], 3£, Rt A\ £ 7 BEHLIA Dio2 \Dio3 K&
BDNF 4= 1 K ¥ ELISA &7 £ (Abcom 723 7],
), Dio2 1 Dio3 P54 RNA # B K [ 7 ik
71 & PrimeScript™ RT reagent Kit SYBR® Premix Ex
Taq™( TaKaRa A 5], HA), BCA 8 1% I 5 1 51
& HUYLR A6 K (15> F = Maker . RIPA 4 fi 7, DU
F LT HE(TEMED) G = RAEMH A A R A A, AL
%), HRP it 1 E T % —Pi(Proteintech 24 A], &),
ECL #ii7) &r (R mt L3 AR MRk & g R |)),
ERINA N B S T W S L AN E PN E )
PR R AL 2438570 A BR 2 7 A1 R Al 2l — )
SK-N-AS H4 #fiffi>k A 35 [E ATCC ZHHifEE
1.2 AU

Y Ha 5 FRAf (Thermo 3111, FEER R /RBHE (b
) A BR 23 Fl), 354 B Z D1 RE A7 1 (Thermo /A H
F ), CKX41 R # AH 22 52 1 1 i (Olympus 23
A, H7R), BUk & 45 (EPS-300, | K AE), B4 )% PCR
{%(T100TM Thermal Cycler, & [# Bio-RAD /A ), 52
ff PCR # 4t (Takara Thermal Cycler Dice TP800, &
AW T, R E A R E D AL(HERMLE 23 ], 5 ),
22 ROCBE 8 R G2 (UVP & 7], £ ), Biodrop-
sis R AR 3 M (BD-1000 , b 50 T 45 5 Bl 4k
KA BRI ),
1.3 FEACREE KA ARAI
1.3.1 MR I8 S ds 37

PHURTERY SK-N-AS H4 i1 & 75, SK-N-AS
DMEM Ik % 1% 5% 3L H4 ] DMEM & B 15 9% 3k £
F7, HAP & IIA 10% G4 M5 5 1% )7 -85 5 %
XL, K ML RCE T 37 °C 5% CO, ¥EFR4a T, fr 4l
T Bl 5 T 80% INF, FH 0.25% B 1 714 £k A 40 ity 1%

R, 3G TR AR T SR, PR IR A ROIR S R AT
1.3.2  MTT K40 i A7 16 %

WA X A R U 1) 0 L 0% 5 40 i B VR MR R
8x10*/4~-mL™" 4l T 96 fLARUE 100 pL-fL", & HE 5
MNEFL, B 37 C 5% CO, BiFestirh i 8 ~24 h,
FETH W INAR AR B2 HBCD(0 .13 .9 wmol-L™"),100
pL-fL" B 37 °C 5% CO, FiFMtdess 24 h, FiiH
BEFLIN 100 WL B BEC i 9 MTT R, 4k ek & 37
C 5% CO, Kig#4tih 2 h, FE9E9; B0 100 wL —
F JE VA (DMSO), B 37 °C 5% CO, Ri3#46H 1 h i
S TR, T 595 nm I 25 AL
OD {8, HAAIMIAEA R BE T (ARG 28, PRIESE
FAmRE SR ERE 3 kDL,

1.3.3  SERF9¢% @2 f PCR(QRT-PCR) G I A full i
Dio2 Fl Dio3 KK ik

B K 6B SK-N-AS H4 2L, 4351 0
1.3 fi19 wmol-L"' HBCD 4b#f 24 h, | TransZol Up
IR SRR RNA, HERE A% IR 20 11X 5 BT RNA
LR RE  DRAETCTS Yy M [ f#% . Dio2 \Dio3 LA K GAP-
DH MG W5 WL 1, # 1 pg 45 RNA 5%
SEA cDNA, #2 f# PrimeScript™ RT reagent Kit [ 15
MHRAE , R W AL TR AN R . 1 8 KL BREE [ 41 DNA
(% 2), F AT R 5 (£ 3), SR )5 i I SYBR®
Premix Ex Taq™ &5 & 101 , ## gRT-PCR AY 2 )i/
KRG 4), AE/NBE DT, 5T PCRAL L

%1 3|4 GAPDH.Dio2.Dio3 HIE KRS

Table 1 Parameters of GAPDH, Dio2, Dio3 genes
B SpA JFHI(5 ~3) P18 K BRI op
Gene name Sequence (5'-3’) Product size/bp

RQ-F CATGTTCGTCATGGGTGTGAA
GAPDH 154
RQ-R GGCATGGACTGTGGTCATGAG

Diod RQ-F AGCAGCTTCTGGAGCGTTTC 150
io0!
RQ-R GGCCCTTTCCTCCCAGATAA

Dio3 RQ-F GCTCTGGTCCTCGACACCAT L64
i0.
RQ-R TCATCATAGCGTTCCAACCAAGT

®2 EBREEZHEDNA RN
Table 2 Reaction for eliminating the genomic DNA

A7 Reagent 1 Dose
5xg DNA Eraser Buffer 20 pL
gDNA Eraser 10 pL

Total RNA 1 pg

RNase Free dH, O up to 10 nL
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PEAT SN E R W, PCR O &5 14y - AR Pk
95 °C .30 5395 C 3 5,60 °C 30 s, {EH 40 ¥ ;95 C |
155,60 °C .30 5,95 °C .15 s; BRR K3 B BT
TR S | Y i, WL H A LR B 41 il 2 K
i M2, T T 4 S e SR O 23K, L GAPDH
) Zeik X A R ThR AL, S R 3 WD L,
1.3.4  Western Blot £l] Dio2 1 Dio3 & H ik
B R AT EI SK-N-AS  H4 2 i, 4 %% 41 ifg
WREN 2x10° 4> -mL™ 4 T 10 em Y35 FRILA, 43
SIFH0.1.3.9 wmol-L" HBCD 4bFH 24 h,(1)HEHLE
B N BT FH RIPA SHRTHRBURE T, F BCA

*®3 RERRE
Table 3 Reaction for reverse transcription

1 HA/PL
Reagent Volume/p.L
Step 1 Reaction solution 100
PrimeScript RT Enzyme Mix [ 1.0
RT Primer Mix * 4 1.0
5xPrimeScript Buffer 2(for Real Time) 4.0
RNase Free dH, 0O 40

#£4 RT-PCR Rk F
Table 4 qRT-PCR reaction

1 HA/L
Reagent Volume/pL

SYBR Premix Ex Taq(Tli RNaseH Plus)(2 x) 10
PCR Forward Primer(10 wmol-L™") 04
PCR Reverse Primer(10 pmol-L™") 04
DNA template(<100 ng) *2 2
Sterile water 72
Total 20

B PR R N i) ke 1 i, T AR R MR e
AR IE R B 2) LUK O3 B AR S S B
W FEFE 5 A3 ECH 12% 43 B A 5% Hedi i , b 40
pg M FRES . HUUK R R E % 100 V90 min; AR
PETR YL R (0 76 70 T-F Maker, V1B 75 (0 2 A 5E
G, R A R ol SR 7% #8 28 PVDF L B i
R ER 220 mA 90 min, (3)EH . 5% WG T3 83
B 2 ho ()W E —Pi: FH 1% 1 NEAE T3 1.400
1:200 F1 1.1 000 1 LE 51 43531 #i B¢ Dio2 \Dio3 Fil B-
actin JiIK,4 CHEF LK C)MHF Il M—PiH T
f) PVDF & 4% JE | TBST ¥EE 3x10 min, ] 1%
FIEIE WS 4% 1.2 000 .1:3 000 43 5 %% B¢ HRP #x
IE =P, EERMEF 2 h,(6)85% . H TBST VEHE 3
x10 min, 4% ECL il i:477) & FH UVP {2 % 't &
JBE 15 R e Ao I 2R 1 AR X R TR i
1.3.5 HBCD X H4 4iig BDNF 73 19 521

FE TR 5 T3 40 B (9 B ) 43 6 14 A K R
LA A K R F(bFGF) . N B2 4 K [H 7 (EGF) | IL-
6 I BDNF 45 , AN R M 52 02 B ot 240 e 1 A ROIR A
VS AURL B v )R N e B AR Y ESH B
(AR R 58 i 9 A G5 . Hivh  BDNF & —Fh fig i
ZWIR PR G TT AR B AR B SRR TEIE R R
i RS 3 i)l RS 2wt il T O ERER =AU TN
ARSI E A HBCD X H4 41l ifd 437 BDNF 7K
RIS, BRI A I B 75  h BDNF &5 &, nf 402 71 i
TR 28 70 R I 40 e 55 3 2 mp sl oy 2 B A
T ,HBCD X 2 P2t B AH B A A2z

BARD e 422 0.1 .3 #19 pmol - L HBCD
AbFE 24 h 5 WA RS R g5 R A
BN T, SRAF T -80 °C, FH T BDNF

K5 DBEK(12%) TR (5% ) BEEH]
Table 5 Preparation of separation gel (12% ) and stacking gel (5%)

1R AF mL X A mL

Reagent Volume/mL Reagent Volume/mL
Deionized water 16 Deionized water 14
30% Acrylamide 20 30% Acrylamide 033
1.5 mol-L™' Tris(pH 8.8) 13 1.0 mol-L™' Tris(pH 6.8) 025
10% SDS 0.05 10% SDS 0.02
10% APS 0.05 10% APS 0.02
TEMED 0.002 TEMED 0.002

Total volume 5 Total volume 2

TE: SDS KR+ e SRR H , APS /R BREREE , TEMED £78 NN,NN-[H 1 FE 2 T iz
Note: SDS stands for sodium dodecyl sulfate; APS stands for ammonium persulfate; TEMED stands for N,N,N’,N’-tetramethylethylenediamine.
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Fri, B4 2 000 - min 25 5 40 M RE T, 2 G
ELISA {7 & AU HEAT S0 | 4 Yo 5 vk 3 150 1007
3L, BRIV EAR I e R T L
o BDNF A5,
1.4 it

25 R IR R 5 i 22 (Mean+SD), F Graph
Prism 7.0 #4745 TH 43 M1 Al 161, FH R R R 7 22497
Hr(ANOVA test) #4741 [8] FL 5%, T 22 A 55 W Dun-

HHREAT I 2%
Cell viability/%
W
=) S
|
*

0 1 3 9
HBCDH &/ (umol L)

nett’s T3 E%iﬂﬁ?%i [:[j?&‘o * %:ii_\‘ , L:J‘Xd' ,Hﬁ éﬂ Hﬁ HBCD concentration/(umol L")
BRFRAGIHEX(P0.05). B 1 7R5-+4(HBCD) 7 SK-N-AS MRt R E T

Fig. 1  Effect of hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD)

4=
2 &R (Results) on cell viability of SK-N-AS cells

2.1 HBCD % SK-N-AS 4 g A= 17 5 Je Jit il it 2 35

(14 5 i 50-

2.1.1  4iprA7R .
NAZ T SK-N-AS 40143 5 5252 T 0.1, 1.57

3 F19 wmol-L" HBCD 24 h, LA MTT A6 I 40 i 7%

03 R IIAFIE AT W I A — e R, 7

B 1R, S5 X Al A, 1.3 A19 wmol - L HBCD 0.54

YL 20 20 I A7 35 2243 000 S X BRZEL Y 89% ,76% Fil

53% , 3 M9 pmol-L! HBCD Y541 HA 41t 008 ' : .

Dio3 mRNAAHN} ZE A

Dio3 mRNA relative expression

FRY(P<005), HBCDYJE /(umol-L)
2.1.2 Dio3 RHFRMEHFEL HBCD concentration/(umol 1)

ki JRy &8 #i 45 5T = B GR Dio3, I, AR5 H 2 HBCD %t SK-N-AS 48l Dio3 £ E Rk %M
< HBCD %} SK-N-AS 2 i Dio3 F:[K I 1+ ik Fig. 2 Effect of HBCD on Dio3 gene expression
B, 41 REE T°0.1 .3 F19 wmol-L" HBCD 24 in SK-N-AS cells
h J& , Fl qRT-PCR 7: 4347 SK-N-AS 1 Dio3 F[H %
BRI 2 AT IR HBCD fifl Dio3 ik RIS
TR, MR © wmol- L) 3| # Diod ik i & &S

e T====
WesternBlot 43 #T1 Dio3 £ 1% ik /K, MK 3 B-actin

A, Dio3 Y 11 2 A 7K T A8 Ak 55 B PR BE A A AU, 2.0 .
IR LM AT T R #A %, T 9 ol - L LI 8 1
JE(P<0.05). ‘_@ Q 154
2.2 HBCD Xf H4 #4772 it il 2 1k Al BD- g L.
NF 430 9 5] i
2.2.1 4R FE 05

N2 AN B4 A4 IR T 0,13 A S g
9 wmol-L" HBCD 24 h, LA MTT %480 41 J 75 11 . 8 0= 1 3 9
5 SK-N-AS Zifiuf{l, H4 e 2 N, - BA HBCDYREE/(umol L)
—E R EAHE . B4 R X R L, 13 HBCD concentration/(umol-L.7)
19 wmol - L™ HBCD %7 21 40 g 77 17 2 43 ] gy % E 3 HBCD Xf SK-N-AS 48/ Dio3 & [ & i% %M
BRI ~ 80% 69% F11 60% , HA3 M9 pwmol - L! Fig. 3 Effect of HBCD on Dio3 protein

HBCD L7541 BA G2 X (P<0.05), expression in SK-N-AS cells
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1001
3
TR
% 2 504
=T
O
0-

0 1 3 9
HBCD & /(umol-L1)
HBCD concentration/(umol L")
4 HBCD 31 H4 4HB7FiE RN
Fig. 4 Effect of HBCD on cell viability of H4 cells

2.2.2 Dio2 FEHFE AR

i e 3 A 28 2 S A0 B = 2 8 Dio2 , AR 5T %
%X HBCD X H4 411 it 7 Dio2 3 K Al EE 11 £ 1k Ay 2
W, MR FET 0.1.3 A9 wmol-L"' HBCD 24 h,
FH qRT-PCR 430471 H4 i Dio2 JEH kAR 1L,
i [l 5 W1, HBCD 5| H Ze ik i, B ELA ) i
WasPE  Hid 3 A9 pwmol - L 40 A e it 24 2 (P
<0.05),

Western Blot 4341 H4 40 i Dio2 4 H FiA7K
S, K 6 I, HBCD X Dio2 & & AR 5
X PR KR e — 35, AR AT S R R A R GA T, HA
B HHRARHE, ok 3 f19 wmol - LA Gi it # i
X (P<0.05),
2.2.3 X} BDNF 43500

H4 M55 T 0.1.3 #19 pmol-L"' HBCD 24
h,ELISA 43 #r 41 i 4b BDNF & (4 & 12, i 1K 7 7]
M1, HBCD # % il ¢ H4 4fl Jifl 53 i) BDNF %& [ I
Sy /b, Hod 3 F19 wmol-L™ HBCD #H 5 %} R 2H #H
A geit27 3 L (P<0.05),

3 iFit ( Discussion)

IRATHLTG Gy R BRI R A2 2
KB ML 0 8 S —, HOIR PRSI %
BINRZMZEZ R ER, FRIEE R ACE B A X R
A FEBIEEET e -Ar e - HUR AR (HPT SR e,
HPT & — 158 24 1 B R B3R (TH) AR A AE
PR 2% TH A2 4K Bl R IR R is E H
(TTRYFH U i ANy R E N D RE RN 2 5
TH & A 32 i A & #EAE s E", JF Honl R
TR TR R T IREE TS Y 0% A R FRBR R A A B 4y
TAWbREY,

Dio2 mRNAAHX} FE 5

Dio2 mRNA relative expression

0 1 3 9

HBCD¥ JE/(umol L")
HBCD concentration/(umol-L™")

5 HBCD i H4 88 Dio2 ERERAKI M
Fig. 5 Effect of HBCD on Dio2 gene expression in H4 cells

» >
>y &Y
S &
[N )

Dio2

B-actin

Dio2 3 FIARR Rk it

Dio2 protein relative expression

1 3

HBCD¥JE/(umol L)
HBCD concentration/(umol-L™")

6 HBCD %I H4 4B/ Dio2 &| B RiXHIZM
Fig. 6 Effect of HBCD on Dio2 protein expression in H4 cells

8=
~2
T 6
T
EZ
28
b1 2 «
<
& g
25 24
2 *
/m Z
a
~M
0

0 1 3 9

HBCD¥ /(umol - L)
HBCD concentration/(umol-L™")

7 HBCD Xf H4 48/ BDNF 5 il B9 220
Fig. 7 Effect of HBCD on BDNF secretion in H4 cells
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HBCD 5 PBDEs ¥ HA N4 T4 4EH, H
1 %3 PBDEs X HUIR BRI E M TH/ER , 4 3h
Y SEE B 5 FR A BE S, B R ON MR T4 ¥R
FEREAR, A FOR AR R A P iR R 1
fiff , X EREHLAAR FOR R R KR B e R,
WA 2 5 HUR B R 06 8 5 06 Ak, 1 B
ARIRTI R BA EE W ER . AZUrb BTk
G 1 B DR M 2R 7 30 200 i v 10 8 1 A o O
YER ., 2838 IR A 0w T 9 & B, 421 ) BDE
209 B REASRZ A AR I 4 P bR A 35 2R Mot Ao g ik
R Ik, [ AR 22 21 e 128 7 TR, BT
HBCD Y PBDEs Fl IR B 28 45 # AN A AL, R
HBCD #0 y BA BAR TP AR BR A nl B . 4%
M, T 7T 2 B, HBCD 5 PBDEs — &£ 1] T4t 4
YR RIS TR bR A K R F
BRI IE R K8 .

WFFTUESE , HBCD % 2 RE 1% 52 1 150 il /il () 375 4
LR 35, T T4 A= P i oy FOR RS . Pal-
ace ZFPORFST & B, UL 6 £ FH % HBCD fa Bl 5% 32
d J , A T 760 4/ 5t A 12 S =5 s, T T
4t 22 HBCD ZE 58 Jr , I 38 0% 25 — L FF IR R D R
(free triiodothyronine, FT3) 137 55 H IR i K (free tet-
raiodothyronine, FT4)7K %, 14 d J5 FFRERLAR T4
SRR (T4 ORD) Y& oK 37 Bl 52, {H 56 d J5 T4
DI RS 1 AR, ) el el AR AR R B,
1 % B IR B, 42 HBCD #2825, ML 3 s HOIR
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