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Abstract: In recent years, the neurotoxicity of the plasticizer di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) has attracted
more and more attention. DEHP can enter the brain tissue through a variety of routes and act on the central nervous
system, causing various injuries. Therefore, this review systematically elucidates the ways that DEHP enters the
brain tissue, its neurotoxic effects and underlying mechanisms so as to provide recommendations for future research
on the health effects and molecular mechanisms of DEHP, and also to provide references to develop more reasona-
ble safety and exposure limits for different exposed groups.
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2R ZH R —(2-4 3 C)) B (di-(2-ethylhexyl)
phthalate, DEHP) fE 2y — it & 4 — W iR Ti5 2%
(phthalates, PAEs)}4 #5076 H 8 AE 1% i o L
T HAR B ] LR A 7= 5 ARG IS8R 43 T 10 2 0 1
FIAE JR e | PR A in 8170 22 B B RO i e B
H BES7FE I AE = fh b . {H DEHP 5 i 26 8146}
fE DUE S S S 25 A IR S 7RI T iz
A A AR R RO R ABRBE A T 2 P &
A ARl AR, A2 0 R JR AR S ABLIA
XoF RIS A Bl A A B g AU, i 5 1 2 T
ATTRT 22 AP BT N AR AR P TS A5 Tl P HEL

HHT & B, K AR 3 FLH | AR R AE
#BH DEHPY . — e AHERT LUl e A 25 HEA
EYHIKE Ak DEHP, Hor iR £ 2 F B R FEIRRY,
BRARRCESEA B L R EE A, 3 5m AFEHA
U5 DEHP % H 2 85 EA5IH7E 3 ~30 pg- kg™,
L PRI Wi g s ML 0% 998 Ak 1) 5% 1T 422 fish DEHP 1) & H
R TTREIA T 85 pg kg MEC BT T
IR R (US EPAYRLE B HE N S H2 ik ) 275 511 it
20 pg kg™, B4l LRI A AF Kk A 28 R0
il i 11T 22 2% /) DEHP 4 H 7135 90.6 wg-kg ' f121.6
pg-kg™ WM T X — EEY, A, BT R B
BEy7 2 i T B B DEHP X 52 2 B B W 7E
AR FETE M A, JC IR A U R, 2 e S
#hILAEC ) ARV R A AR JLAE H DEHP 257
WA 16 mg-kg™ 2 & AN T4 2 BRAE , 7] GEiE
it Z LR R AE KR, PR ZE0 A LD %
REN-F o0 EEFIE A 2R 5"

WF9¢ % ¥, DEHP & #& 7 XF A4 g 43 ™ A=
BT RN O IS R e U A A B A L R

H R7E A 2805 T (A5 32 24 vh T 223077 i) DEHP
Bt is ) LA AT LR LEEE DRI
i A ELAAHIL R 1 AN TEAE |, I L A A A f
JRURE: B BPA AR X A2

PG FE I, 212K — Y BRI 28 % 52 2 i b
IRATPE B0 19 SR KU 2 TG 98 3R B, DEHP
FREE T LG 5L 56 sl Wl 24T o0 AR (B H i
W JEXT AR AT R B 5 4)3E . DEHP %52
A RS BRI B ) A2 RErs 24> i) ot e
SERB | PRI S DEHP 262 57 S G £ 3
M Z A7 AE RIS 5o F 5% & 88 DEHP $4m T
F PATIE L A% A0 B P 9 RE 5 Si DR 1 DA R e PR 4 i
() 5 F 22k K, 8 T HaT REXT [ A AE AH 5%
FR) A58 T BE B A A7 76 W ZE B2 IR %8 T DEHP 7
PR3 v ol A A A U E T RN S T AR R R
DEHP [ 28 8¢ PR A F & HAH CHL ], 7] 2R 8 7R
DEHP i 5 i 1 23R 17 P B A9 mT BEML I B2 116 d 22
(BRI AR

1 DEHP i# \ & 8Y1% 2 (How DEHP enters the
brain )

CLifi i A 2E KNk DEHP % &% 1 XU , DEHP
XK BRI, AT RS K LA AR (1), () iR 8 5¢
B, A S s AU A 5E 2 W], DEHP AT DL 2F i KRR
{14 Jies 25 3 B 0 A SR VA0 PR I i 48 149 1
KB, NMZm b2 & ISR G, SR~
J&i DEHP Z&5% 7] %) K BRI & & F 2 fg ™= A48 A
SR Q) MM 57 [, DEHP S i 1 ik 5 B, 31 5%
M)A i B RN 22 RGBT RE , B B ke TR 1 A A B i
WREA RS H DEHP /K- 49(1.15+0.81) pg-mL ™", 5

~

(DARAEBR

Placental barrier

/QMm@

Blood brain barrier

\

/et

Gut-brain pathway

C 2

h

El1 DEHP # N :E
1 . DEHP Fm40 2 — Wk — (-2 30,
Fig. 1 The way that DEHP enters the brain
Note: DEHP stands for di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate.
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A= JLIBF 1L 2% 4 DEHP 7K SF 4 (2.05 +1.47) pg -
mL ™", [ A BAS B 5Y 24 % W] 22 11 7 Hif DEHP %%
#&5 ) LEA R AR T S5 R AR SCR N 3) -k
wiE, TERE @ IR T b e oo v
28 F WA ) G R B2 T 3 A AR W A R
PHARSG, WFoE LR, DEHP nf DL 4 0028 i i o
TGN 547 2 5 A SCHTBTERh 2 BEE U E AR
W AR

2 DEHP X#l{f & F M AR M ( The neurotoxic-
ity of DEHP)

2.1 XrpAxpR 2 R GE R £ (Damages to the central
nervous system)

TENREIAANS JLIBT, BT 0106 5 B3 0 A 56 4
B I, DEHP 1R 25 B 38 1o 1 ik 57 B 1 A 21 fili 25
gL gkm e A s R . AR SR B, 2588 T DEHP
SPUE R AR KB MRS, filan, #E & DEHP 2
78 I G B T R AT 1 80K B J2 199 a5 T AR /P
SN B A AR, 50 mg - kg™ il 200
mg-kg™' DEHP 2% n[ fig 2338 i iy #8532 i 14 FH R
BRILER B 7KF- 5 70N B T HR 8 DR i b 28 44 A 1Y
BEFEAERS T A AT DLE o TG B R AR R A2
MG S RERILFE NAERZRER,

DEHP i A ik 2 205 AN 25 3 5 bl 42 J0 1 46
M, i 2x 52 D gg . flan, 1 2E H DEHP 2 5% 23
SR R SRR A DX 388 ) ik 228 06, O B i = B
ZAPERT AR AR R B R a1 R/INR B STt
I EARN I ST 6 (DN T

DEHP i 23 X i 41 2L B AS [ EBA7 77 H AS [R) 7
MR, e hl R R S E/NRB R RN EEY,
A JE 16 d 3 22 d BYHEHEFIMEM: Long Evans K B
S0Pt DEHP Z 88 n DL/ 1t R U D CA3 X
Uiy £ 50 )2 A S AR, BRI IR [ AT CA3 Hh ok Al
SR B o 25 T 1 240 %% S BE{K DEHP 2 5%
Ja AR T (14 A1 21 d Bk A B S CAL EIX P
BEIRCAR Z2 1 B B R 43 S B 0 e R B
0.1 mol-L™" 1 0.3 mol- L") DEHP £ #&i& nJ 41
CAT SEAAR 20 ML A% H, 11428 S0 0 ,  i 410 1l 22 9T
PR AL e IEAS L 2 R NI i S 5 L7 R R
]2 2] ALz RE S B,

MR () iF 5% 2 W DEHP 2 2% 5 #2480 il
INZ A AFAE SR . DEHP A2 PR #2240 Jfd 1) 5¢
BRSO I IR S EOE  TAE SR B p
A A AR T M A0 Mg FE A . BF5E B, DEHP

FA g, I 0l 75 5 #2208 B 41 i (mouse neu-
roblastoma N2a cells, Neuro-2a)#{ T=*', 10 wmol -
L™ DEHP b3/ Bl 28 70 1 SR i 22 152 S5 240 L 24
h J5 B BER R AM 3L (8 7R 1 28 oo H b H
L ET 5t ) ok et ) | R S ETv g i ] B
FeWyih T 785 T DEHP 1032 B854, 4 7 4E R p &2
TCABERR TR i 20T 0 32 A AL W B il
B2 J5e 240 L4 A= AL B RS 2l
2.2 XPRZAT R4 FE (Damage to neurobehavior)
DEHP 1125 —F PR 55 A 70 W6 T 904, B A 10 M
PRI, P R i ] RE S BOR HUIRIR I RE , AT XS
LR E P A AR ASIRETE R,
2f45] DEHP 2% 5 JLE AN A #2475 N BUEA G,
Je A i 28 Bt AR R A AT O, B2 Y N TE (K
25 R PESC 2 A5 MM (22 3/ vh 3l 55) 47 D 5 Rl 3%
WF5EiL 45 i DEHP 2 82 %A1 O 36 Sh Ad T o &
JE ()5 e A7 A MR 1 25 55, DEHP X} 58 % J5 A pf 247
R A A 2 5 — I 15 AR BT
A RIS SE SRR, 7 B AL 2 i ) DEHP % #%
REZ 52 8 ~ 14 % JL AT LR G AR 1Y & JE™
DEHP SZMd# 28 2248 % 7 nl g5 HR IR B9 D hE
A7, T R R TR R K B A 7 2 B A
b A BT D B AT DEHP a4 i) g i+
YNGR B M7 515 S A U2 M v g B 4 A, 308 1T 52
M KR 2% 7 4%, BLAh, DEHP AOPTHERL S FRIE 1T fE
S VEIRER N SR M R B i, N3 B
FR AR 22 500

3 #HIZ S %HH ( Neurotoxicity mechanism )
3.1  ZHHJE T (Apoptosis)

DEHP X i 3 P 1A 58 H BT E 2L P e &
PRI T 7 TH AR YH T2 —Fh sz R RE R Y
FEFFEIET 3 A2, DEHP RAF AR 4 7 X w2
il 240 3G DT 5 | A A 28 i M 0 1, 3R ] 5 |k b 42
A 2 b KA il 3 (Caspase-3) 25 [ 2 ik 7K - ik 2 1
fil, Caspase-3 25 Al Caspase ZEJ5 1Y 32 B A4 73
+ FEAM R T R AR E AR A SR T HEA
ANAT IS R BB 2), filan, 7528 DEHP AL 3 4 /)N
ST T 22 041 i 2 (hippocampal neuronal cell line,
HT22)40 i, 5 4L B FT T H, DEHP LA 4K #i 11)
7 LR P ) Caspase-8 Caspase-3 FIAE I
T2 Bax B8R A& = AKCF, A 3 N bt T
HH Bel-2 (3 H K, X & W] DEHP 7] L7 &/
FLHT22 i =, b, KIMEEE T 0.1 ~ 100
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pwmol- L™ DEHP, AJ LA i B 28 &} 40 Mi 9 241 Jifd
(SHSYS5Y)H Y Caspase-3, 5 25051 1= A i 14 20 Ji 47
T2, 22 DEHP &b B 1478 5% 200 0% 40 e (PC12) H R
p53 Fll Caspase-3 #Ai I T, [FIAf Bax & [ 3Rk
B E Bel-2 & A RBFFEAES, BRI Z 4, T
DEHP 3423175 5 /Iy BURl 28 40 0 200 3 32 (N2a) 4 i
PR, I R A R P p8 E SR IR T (brain derived
neurotrophic factor, BDNF) ., % fift J5 2t % & 1 95
(postsynaptic density protein 95, PSD95) 1% fih £ [ -
1(synaptophysin 1, SYN1) [ 15 ; FEARIABE IR 13K
I o454 2 1 (cyclic adenosine phosphate response
element binding protein, CREB){7 i 1 5 11 I il
B(protein kinase B, Akt) #8521k /K-, Ca®" /55 # &
AR B 2 3 IV (Ca’®* /calmodulin-dependent
protein kinase IV, CaMK V) & H J# i A (protein ki-
nase A, PKA)FI CREB {1k IV i Al 22 ik /K SEPeT

3

g 11

4000 :
Sy nnieieleiofeleioie eieleleiele;
el tig s eI T

=

C XS XX XE XS REXP XX XSXC TS X 0y Il”'e”‘l”(”'
@Q%\R\;@é A R
: Na'o e ) DOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLUOOO0C siele’e,

o
] \
it P

3.2 %4b#ifi(Oxidative damage)

WFFEIN g DEHP AT LL3d i 800 2 9 1 N 9 3
SAAL Y BHARYE A= W) U0 52 AR (PPAR),, 51 2 4 i 3 46
A S ) BE PR A S 1 1 e 5, 1 AT P 40 1 45
Fir A 5 R, S ECGRRECRASTY — B
PRAETH R RG0S AT 1 2R R B2 1 ™
HEAYEAL BT, DEHP AT LIS Iy ) B
REEATR A D T st S T 0 T R 8 4T 0 A A Tl ) 0 42
PARAS B H ki) &5 4, WF58 % B, DEHP RASH) 4K
W 7 S A /N B HT22 40 B G D I3 I FL R
JIid & i (lactatedehydrogenase, LDH) M 41 fitd i %) B¢
A T 9% P A4 o1 571) & 1k~ I 22 2 WT LA 451 DEHP
IFEFRI®Y ) sb4h, DEHP 5 3 1 A0 I 3548 nT LA 3
T/ INERTRE 5 HT22 4 H R 2 A 2448 fh 2 i 485
gpsET, oA LY 5(peroxiredoxin 5, Prx5)J&—
FhprE LB, 7T DIAE N H,O, FLEES FICL #8118

C YK ‘olele/e/eoeeeeeeleceseoeseeseeel
*OQUBE BRI R B8R 8;
UL P LB (LR I { UL

\

e Y

AL
Oxidative stress
P T —— =
A STl A =
itochondrial dysfunctio %?
O _?' ° E, “““““ _? “““ QOCO0 QOCOC \’\ YSC
R R &%\\\Xj‘o\b
1 up
it + T down

2 DEHP {E A& L5 E
T . P FORBERR L ; DEHP /R 4025 Z H iR —(2- 2 3 )l ; BDNF /s Wi 208 552 7
PSD95 FK/RZE MG BB A H 95 ; SYNI FoR 58 fili 2 4 -1; Akt /8 8 UG B; PKA KR8 FHE A ; CREB R IR AN T4 G 8
Caspase-3 F/n 2 E KA i 3 ; Caspase-8 Fo/m 2k KAl 8 ; CaMKIV e Ca?* /4514 2 P KB M 2K 11 MG IV ; Bax o2 AT 1 ;
Bel-2 F/RHUIA T8 1 s Nrl2 FoRFe sk K F NF-E2 MG F 2,
Fig. 2 Diagram of the underlying mechanism of DEHP’ s action

Note: P stands for phosphorylation; DEHP stands for di-(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate;

BDNF stands for brain-derived neurotrophic factor; PSD95 stands for postsynaptic density protein 95; SYNI stands for synapsin-1; Akt stands for

protein kinase B; PKA stands for protein kinase A; CREB stands for cyclic adenosine phosphate response element binding protein; Caspase-3 stands for

cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 3; Caspase-8 stands for cysteinyl aspartate specific proteinase 8; CaMKIV stands for Ca®*/calmodulin-dependent

protein kinase IV; Bax stands for pro-apoptotic gene; Bcl-2 stands for anti-apoptotic protein; Nrf2 stands for transcription factor NF-E2 related factor 2.
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LA P A SR S S A A S A S TR
AEE A 00 ) T35 14 2R A4 7 A2 R BHL 1 DEHP 75 5 A £&
RiAZUL 78 DEHP 255 Al EIE i 4] Prx5 #7%
A T 00 3% e A 35 e AT 5 e AR A 45
FTT 1000 mg-kg ™' i) DEHP i ] i i 77 75 2 ki
RZN) g2 A ) 2B YO B S TR F NF-E2 A 5G]
T 2(Nrf2) S BT AT AH 20 fik 2 8 35 1 fik 2k
KR DR R fte R4 (18] 2) . 25 B ITid, DE-
HP 175 & S A 8 S 22 HILHI AT g 5 H R e G A Ak
53 ZERNRIG TP BT S A AR DX 1 3 3k DA KA o]
AL A AT G (K 3),

3.3 FWLIsE A% 4 45 1Y B0 28 (Changes in epigenetic
regulation)

WFFERH &I — FRRINE e i Wi A%~ el 42
BUERGREE R I RIA NI SZ IR A B & 3™, 0L
WAL ALE] E 2 AL S DNA F3Efk dE 40 RNA
(f45 microRNA | IncRNA) it & 1A /76 P 0 )8 25 78

2 e 1
Apoptosis

LRI SRR

Mitochondrial fission and fusion

PR LB )k

= e
Antioxidase gene expression B

Oxidative damage

PG TR 5 1E

Antioxidant enzyme activity

X it 28390 T 114 52 )
Effects on
neurotransmitters

P2 FEPERL
Neurotoxicity
mechanism

T EWBA: )L DEHP i ] ik & S 8L MG 8 71X
BT CpG B4k Y DNA #8 H 3 4b/k F 31k 4128
FEM LR iAS RNA (3555, XS4 hric
AT LLS S 3k PR 3Rk 1 A8 Ak, T 2 AR Ak A BB R4 —
A IEATREFEON R 945, microRNA TLIF A #E
1WA R E R FEZAE M, 140 miRNA 7] L
M 17 {55 , 71V 4 22 S0 R TR 25 R R S 1 | 3 mT 37
TR Al T B R A" . DEHP % 58 23 11
TR B S il i A S b5 e R IE R & &, AX)
WEMER B SIS s , 255 3R W] DEHP 25 H
A LU 4 S 7 LI Y microRNA (9% 7, X Al fig
ST SIER K EY, Wik, HE 55506
K A B LRI 8] 44 B PSF IncRNA Cyrano™™ |
JE4 2 ng-L™' DEHP 4hFEEE L fa iR sk e 5 i H %
k&R, H 24 DEHP jA$I|— & i B i sk g 5 2 p
LR BAHREER R IK AR X B cyrano 5 T
DEHP 5 | #2145 5 i o 28 BRI

Mot TR R 14 B4R
Excitatory amino acid aspartic acid

L F 22 5

Inhibitory neurotransmitters

RS R I

Calcium homeostasis

DNAH LA
DNA methylation

SR fL R ks
Alterations in
epigenetic regulation

IEZR RN AR F /16 P
Expression/activity of non-coding RNAs

3 DEHP KB H
Fig. 3 The neurotoxic mechanism of DEHP

3.4 5FaZ54#(Calcium homeostasis disorder)

PR TEA ML N Ca® Ba S R IR 1 2 & i 1
VERIrR R 43 T QAR G045 400 35 Kk e 8 AT Ry
DIREREAFT7 . DEHP 7 LA S fohi AR ZE i Ca®
AR, W] E S Ryanodine 52 14415 14 45 FH AL i AH
B ATWFSE K P, DEHP R85 7 S HE AR IR
R R T A A 28 RS I O B 200 R A PN 1Y Ca®”

FKEFH T B I G A 5T B 100 wmol - L7
300 pmol-L™" [} DEHP 1] 41 il #5315 1) 0 ] L 7 e
Ji, L o 400 )46 0 T R R A A v 8 S
e R IR RE /NS il AL 8 T, 5 R 2R 1 (CaM) &
BRI i) 2 HI el M E AR
— 2 Ca’ P T, Ca®t/CaM MR PE AR 1
Il (CaMK I1)RT LABE #4054 8% T DEHP J5 , 5 &M
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2 BRI /N B AL T3 B W E W /N B CaM
CaMK II B 2 AL 7K - {2 25 39 i, % W] DEHP ] fig
| Ca WRE T, Ca’ 5 CaM &5 4, #E M T80T i
CaMK Il B2 AL 7K ¥ T , X 7] AEJ&: DEHP {1E /Y
MAEFEHALE 2 — ) LTk, RS RS KRR
DEHP 4 F i #f 2 di vk h B FEAE -, vl o i — 20
W 2L 5E LAl
3.5 XTPRZd i ) R I (Effects on neurotransmitters)
P 3 0T A I T RE S B ok o AR,
DEHP & nJ X P4 9366 J50 7 2 52, 5-32 (% (5-
hydroxytryptamine, 5-HT), X FRILIE 2 , #EIA N & —
T ) P o 22356 5, AT DAL T i 1 8 A% P i Bl 2
JCHRECH SR, R PR AT RG4S TE A R
2% Z %t (central nervous system, CNS)H | y-ZFE T iR
(GABAergic, GABA) 2 3= & {1 111 i 11 ft 28 356 7
T # W HEYE ICR /N4 11 DEHP(0.18 1.8 .18 #1180
mg-kg ™' -d ) EE 3 A, B O L B R West-
ern blot £ i/ DEHP & E &K T 5-HT F1 GABA
B & &, 2 B DEHP W] LA &g 3% ek 2D i 48 338 o 1)
T A, A IR b B 2 T P B
#E T4 30 mg-kg™' d”' 1Y DEHP, H75 % W vk
REUGACHT B N 2% v P 2 R KT T4 AR &=
WE TR, MEA TR GABA 1Y 5 2 ) i 2
BEINUT AR A0 AT Rl S K Az B T A R 28 P WA R T
NTTEEI P 22 RGN K E . AW DEHP % 5%
AR Z LERER G 7 K, M50 7 75 1)
JE R P 24T I aE™ . 181 DEHP - )5 2 %
A5 R AR5 AR M K B S AL Al ol 28 P 43 DA R0 19 1Y)
IR IF Hax A VE ] 5 fIEREAT A G, T GABA
W n] DL i Se/E ] R 4 7R GABA Tl iES
5 DEHP 53 B A= 5 s i FA T Ry e A7

4 5#MZIRITHEE R KX & (Relationship with
neurodegenerative diseases)

O B 22 B RIT ST W P58 A 38 ] e = Bl 22
IR PG 1) E B P 2 P BT AE A PR
Sy FHCHT 5 BT JK 9 6 3R [C 5 (Alzheimer” s disease,
AD) SR AL Z 8] BT R R R, A DR ST A 1 Rl
1] DEHP %% 5 ] 7 g BRAE & L3 22 1] A O
Fo GRRW] BT W EE T DEHP 1] fE 2352 i i
Lh e 5 2R Y 2R3k R I 3R - Ake- W 5 G il T
3B (glycogen synthase kinase 38, GSK-38) {5 5 il
HS BeAh 7R EE T DEHP /9K BUS AR i W8
FIAHGE ) Z RN Tau BERR ALK FH ™ %

W Rl 7= 30 % %% T DEHP A fig & 5 i D JB 15 R4kt
I 5 22 A ZE LR 5 A0 ] 2% 25 T SR AE 2% Js LA )
IR fa R E, AR R R AR R E T
DEHP 23 11 75 i B AT £& H AT 7R ¢ i BRRE AR 7Y (1)
AB FEEM

HEAAIE MK DEHP 25 2078 g 18 10U W) B 5
[ Z2 BEPEDS Sh R A= B | B 5 Tl e
A HARRE N A e 2k AL TR A 1A i )
UIte ., Bl M98 2 B I 1 B R 5 i 23R A TR
Aok, BT, REEA HEIFE R Y] DEHP %5 5
J I8 B T 1 SR A TR A G . (B IRk
I g TR KA T B A 0 - P - B S BT
i A5 R A 5 i T R K i =2 T %) X 3 L, 2 B i
T PR IR X 2 TR RS A A A A ERL A
T ZE R BT /I ¢ 1 BRI 10F ™ [A ik, DEHP % #5 5|
T P4 g T R A7 e 3 1 - M i 2 5 BT JR 9
BRAE (1 1E 2

5 #5i&( Conclusion)

DEHP & 80 ¥R 58 Hh 3% 3 £7 75 (175 e 1), 8ok
22 A 5E 2 B DEHP % &5 X AR F1 3l 9 17 78 1
TERIEHE AT RN EN, HET, A s
BEPEALHI ST IE A 1558 3% , DEHP 50 2R 17k
P 2 0] ) OC R ATh Bk = A DG 3E 5 S B AR
I, hnsik DEHP % 5 1 B 478 2 6 A, 4k 22 0%
AW5E DEHP 258 R0 S o 0L, DL S5 6
ZRARA TN Z (R B R A E IR, o] i B ia
PRALHT AL, R A5 e oA B XA
i) 2 5 AHEMY 2 2 IR A2 ER PR R L 5%

BIAEEE N 2 35(1978—), &, i+, %35 T 2H A H &
ARBER P A B 5 E

HEBIFIEEE N 2 H01978—), 7, , 3%, £ 25 R
7 61 1 2 Ak R 6 T AL
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